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{}-'.: | allowed mysell to think wat

, there was no tuming wack, and

quickly decided that | would fry to ”-:’1 the space with as much water
as I1 wought | could get away with, Basically my idea was 1o invite the
seascape into the garden and therey 10 nk '_r‘e roperty as closely as
LOSSIDIE 10 115 SUMoUnNcINgs”

It EOEE W hewap Laving that there are rmarn .3

factors that one needs to ke into sccount
when engaged in the design process amd
swnewhere close 1o the top of the [t might
e, e client's bricf. Mow in this case, Anne
and Liam (the client) were Bappy o draw ap a
|1|_1;|1||.,|;| :||".|! l.'|_'|':. '.|'|:'|:-r:1'|:'|'.'.l.|.' |.In-._'|.-n1-:_-n|:
.|u|Ii|1i:1F their observadons abong wath their
E'mp-ﬁ and wishes which they pn-'-:nn.'d [1%]
their |andscape architect and designer, Hugh
Byan. The follwing are extmcts from this
Aocument that deal with the front garden.

" How ot will book from the houser (The
kitchen mainly but also the siming soom and

mudn bedroom wpstairs), particularly in sclation

to the view bevond (of the se), considesing
thae it can quk blue an<d Mediterrancan bua
mostly looks prey and murky and sometimes
you can haedly see
MisL,

amvthing because of the

s [n this regand wounld I b=y i mungd chaa
wie Il take almost all our meals 1o the !_l.‘.th lhat
of the kischen and might even, during a heat
wave, ventune oubside to eat.

& How it will look from the street, although
the garden i3 raised above the streer lovel
and there is a wall.

='W have no aced for a warer foare as ae
have a huge one on our deorsep

o W have neither children nor pets 1

a7
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In speing 2003, Anne and Liam, 3 professional middle aged
eouple, had just recentdy bought the propery and were in the
proccss of radically refurbashing and extending the house, The
landscape architect was brought on board to design and
constract a garden thar would Gl in line with thar vison for
their new home. This house, originally built in the 1940%, is
located in a choice seaside scrimg 17 kilometres south of
Dublin aty in an ancs thar is steeped in history and very chose 1o
where the landscape archatecy himself grew up in the 19505 and
19605, Close by and to the eass stands Geragh (1938), home 1w
the icomic Insh architect Michael Scow (1905-1989), a house
that he designed for hamself next door o the James Joyee
Muscum. This museumn, which Scott established along with
John Huseon, the film director, 8 housed in the same Marcello
Tower that fearures in the opening pages of Jovee’s Ulyses.
Tuming wespward, one looks waards the histode port of Dun
Langhaire with its massive harbous walls built with granite from
the nearby quarnies ar Dalkey Hill, Then across e bay and
the north one can see the sleek landform thar is Howth Head
with its bejewelled tip, the Baily lighthouse,

The whole ¥ runs o some 5B0 sq. metres with a
h\.mﬁ}ﬂw:lf]ﬁ-ﬁqm- frnntﬁ.rd-l:ngl' |5-31'.q,
metres, & side passage of 16 sq. metres and a back garden of
245 sq, metres. Now although the design eovers the front, side,
back and interior gardens with a common thread throughoaue,
the focus of this amicle i the fronr garden alose. With a
naortherdy aspect, the garden receives it share of sunshine and
although only about seven metres from the ses it s sinaated on
a relatively shebtered coastline though winter storms are no
uﬂhmnmpmpuhlsbmuwlhﬂi:puhhmdmlh:
north and 10 the west and as the front garden is mised 1.5
mietres above external ground level and behind a pwo mictre
high wall iv is not casily overdbooked, even by the most cunous
passers-b,

Afrer having assembled the data, the designer was in search of
the hook on which w hinge the design, From the outset, he had
decided that granise along with white walls would both feansre
in the design; the former becawse of its significance in the local
enviroament, both the boilt and the nanersl, snd the laner
because of their mantme/Am Deco feel Another obseacle was
ll'lt-':':'i:']ﬂ.'l.'enﬂmd'ﬂm'nu1hurfnmr:...'hy|h¢mmhﬂ:
the designer’s thinking was dominated by the overwhelming
presence of the sea, aned thar ke the "elephant in the corner’ the
possible inclusion of water could not be ignored.

“Oince | allowed myself o think 'water!, there wat no tuming
hack, and I quickly decided that | would try to flood the space
with as much water 25 [ vhoughe T could ger sy with, Basically
oy adiea was o invite the seascape into the garden and thereby
to link the property as cosely as possible o its surroundings™,

he explains To achicve this objective, a split-kvel water fcanare
was constructod, with warer in the upper bevel dising and falling
m a gidde like moton, By making warer the dominant fcinare of
this garden the intent was o engage the qualities of open space,
movement and reflection, qualities that the designer bolicved
were fundemental o the scascape. For both the client and the
designer, the enduring appeal of the scascape is its simplicity
borm from it complexstye Tides that ebb and flow;, with coloors
and rextures that are constantly changing, Very often one only
need o glance ar the bay o kearn the tme of day, the scason
and perhaps more importanty, what the weather 5 up to at any
EIVED i

OF the 133 sq. memes thar make up this space, 44 s, metres
i decking, 24 5q, metres is planting and the rest, 85 sg. metres is
water (akmost half). Grven the narrow sccess o the frons garden
and allowing for the fact that lange amounts of mainly sod
muaterial had to be both removed and later replaced with
concrete - this was a protracted and at gmes frustratng bugkd
‘The water fearure 18 lined with sand and loose pebbles on bath
levels, Water is pumped slowly from the lower to the upper
pond and then as if oo mimic the tde, the water slowly returns
o the lower pond only for the oyele o sart onee again, The
sand in the lower pond is never exposad, bur as the watcr chbs
away from the upper pond it sowly emerpes and on dey days
the colour changes beroven wer and dry sdding o the effect.
Thmsllbsnfbhﬂsﬂ:ﬁh::mpnﬁﬁmudinﬂguﬁpﬁpuﬂd
that resemnble saling boats or even "sea creatunes”, but chey ang
also intended to mirror the shape of Howth Head as it oo
soems o float in the water. Moreover, when it mins the slabs
take on a new dimension and beeorme jet-black mirrors It
seems oo obwious to say than reflection is ome of the grem
qualitics of warer, but it can't be ignored, and here it seems o
woek well,

Decking, o provide access o the garden from the kirchen
and as a plice o it or even 2t out (weather permirting) was an
nh\'ﬁndﬂﬁulndmhmwﬂilhdynppmmdwlhgcﬁcm,uﬂ
although the dessgner wanted to finash this deck with a coloured
iuin[t*ttﬂdgrq‘nmﬂtﬁltdﬂe],ﬂw:ﬁnﬂmﬂhdqmn
dock ofl with is varaidh like Gridh.

The planting plays & small bur significant part in ths scheme.
"I am happy that the use of grass in one of the beds has seruck
the nght note and thar the warmer plinting aear 1o the howse is
just that, warmer, bur dme and the ravages of winter will rell
their own store All in all 1 am very pleased with the cutcome
and 1 am looking foraard o keeping an eye on my very own
Bavwarch!™ concludes the designer. Text: Huogh Ryan,
images: Ewa Cieslikovwska (p91, p.9% wop left, top right,
bowom right), Hugh BEyvan (p.% bottom left). Edited:
Architecture+
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